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General Introduction 
 
The World Riverboarding Association (WRA) is the internationally recognized governing 
body for the sport of Riverboarding. To this end, the WRA has the responsibility to define 
and curate guidelines and standards for all possible records in the sport as well as to fairly 
assess and attribute all claims to achievements made by Riverboarding Athletes. 
The Association is committed to adjudicate all claims for records in a way that is fair and 
impartial, ensuring that both the credibility of the sport and the dignity of the riverboarder 
are preserved. For this reason, the WRA has created guidelines to assist riverboarders in 
planning their record attempts, providing insight into what steps need to be taken by the 
riverboarder to ensure their record attempt meets the stipulated WRA criteria. In addition 
to these guidelines, the WRA also have standards which form the basis against which any 
claim for a record will be judged against.  
It needs to be stated upfront and clearly that any attempt that does not, at a minimum, meet 
both the guidelines and the standards set by the WRA for the specific record will not be 
eligible for consideration. Again, this is not to discourage athletes from attempting records, 
or from undertaking epic adventures simply for the fun of it, but is rather a directive to 
ensure the credibility of the sport and ultimately the validity of the record to be above 
question. This ensures that the Riverboarding Athlete may legitimately and confidently lay 
claim to an undisputed and recognised Riverboarding World Record. 
 
Recognition of Records 
 
Records will only be judged and recognised based on the defined guidelines and standards. 
To this end, it stands to reason that any claims to records made before the promulgation of 
these agreed to and recognised guidelines and standards cannot therefore be recognised as 
records. Accordingly, the World Riverboarding Association cannot officially recognise 
any record that was set before its existence, since the official guidelines and standards were 
not yet established. Similarly, a Riverboarder may therefore not lay claim to an official 
Riverboarding World Record, recognised by the WRA, if it was achieved before the 
existence of the WRA and this document..  
Notwithstanding, the WRA does acknowledge the exceptional performances achieved by 
Riverboarders in the years preceding its existence which in many cases were achieved by 
athletes who were pioneers in the sport. For this reason the WRA will establish a “Hall of 
Fame” which, though not a formal recognition of these athlete’s achievements as records, 
does want to acknowledge their role in developing the sport and pushing its boundaries. 
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[NOTE: In plain English, then, the WRA is wiping the slate clean in terms of “official 
World Records” for both Waterfall Height and Expedition Length. At the conclusion of the 
30 day public feedback period for this document, upon being officially adopted as WRA 
standards it will be first-come first-serve on World Records, as there will be no official 
records as of that date. Might the riverboarding community see a dozen different world 
records in the first year alone? It’s possible!] 
Note: Only two categories are defined: Male and female. 
 
Riverboarding Records General Criteria 
In order to address the basic premise upon which any Riverboarding Record will be judged 
against, there are certain non-negotiable criteria which will apply to any record attempt. 
Guidelines & Standards 
The Riverboarder attempting the record needs to be aware of the WRA guidelines that have 
been set for the record they are attempting and also needs to accept that the attempt will be 
judged against the standards that have been set for the attempt. 
Riverboard & Gear 
The Riverboarder must be using a riverboard & gear generally recognised as a standard 
equipment for the sport. The Association suggests to any person wanting to attempt a 
record to discuss with the WRA about their equipment before the attempt. 
Maintaining Control 
The Riverboarder is expected to be in control of their board at all times.  
Record Keeping 
The Riverboarder & their crew are expected to clearly document the record attempt using 
videos and photos. 
WRA Recognition 
As the recognised governing body of the sport of Riverboarding, it needs to be understood 
that a record may not be publicly claimed by the Athlete as an “Official World Record” if 
it is not formally recognised by the WRA. (Such as on social media, in media interviews, 
etc). 
Appeal 
The WRA has an appeal process to allow Riverboarders the opportunity to appeal against 
a ruling in an instance where the WRA have judged a record attempt to not be “official”. 
Although this process is likely to be unnecessary if the riverboarder understands and 
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follows the guidelines before a record attempt, should controversy arise from a difference 
of interpretation regarding the success of the attempt, the WRA will listen to and view all 
evidence presented by and for the riverboarder. However, following the appeals process, 
the decision of the WRA will be final.   
 

IMPORTANT: Appeals must be done in private, not on social media. 
 
Note: For now, the appeal process is simply to deposit a complete file to the WRA, and it will be considered. 
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Glossary of Terms 
Riverboarder: A whitewater athlete. Must be a human of any age.  
Riverboard: The term used to describe the floating watercraft used by a riverboarder in the river. 

● Maximum length: 57 inches / 144 cm 
● Minimum length: 32 inches / 80 cm  
● Minimum width: 18 inches / 45 cm 
● Material: Foam, plastic, inflatable, or a mixture of these. 
● Commercial riverboard, bodyboard (Kern, Carlson, Fluid, Ripboard, Prijon, Dutch, 

Vade Retro, RMR, Morey, Etc)  
● Homemade riverboard must have the approval from WRA. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: All riverboards outside the standard riverboard shape, length, 

or material must be approved by the WRA before attempting an official record. 
 
Riverboarding: A riverboarder swimming forward in the riding position on the 
riverboard. Propulsion by swim fins on feet and (optionally) hand paddling, generally done 
downriver with the current unless surfing. 
Riding Position: Prone on or in the riverboard, with both hands gripping the board, and 
the riverboarder in complete control of the board. 
Measurement: the height of the falls AT THE TIME of the riverboarder riverboarding 
it. Measured from the highest point of the river directly above the lip, to the surface of the 
pool below. All slides are excluded of the measurement, the fall should not have complex 
slides. (Complex slide means that the riverboarder is unable to define the height of the falls 
with precision; in case of doubt refer to the WRA for methodology of measurement.)  
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OFFICIAL WORLD RECORDS 
Waterfall Descent 
Overview 
For the purpose of defining the world record, only single vertical drops shall be included. 
On those waterfalls which are tiered, only the tallest unbroken vertical drop shall count. It 
is the view of the WRA that, in the event of a Riverboarder wanting to claim a waterfall 
height record, this should be attempted on a clean drop, not a waterfall that has a side. This 
being due to the fact that measuring and agreeing on the exact height of a waterfall preceded 
by a slide may then be both difficult and contentious. So, if the Riverboarder wants to 
attempt an outright claim on a waterfall world record, this should be done on a waterfall 
that has no complex slide. (Refer to Measurement section)  
 
Definition of a Waterfall 
Waterfall: a cascade of water falling from a height, formed when a river or stream flows 
over a precipice or steep incline. 
Standards  

● The riverboarder must submit his demand to the WRA to be recognized according 
to the criteria of the WRA. 

● Must have a riverboard recognized by WRA. 
● Must riverboard the drop and SURFACE IN RIDING POSITION ON THEIR 

BOARD. 
● The rider must come up out of the water immediately following the drop, into a 

reasonable riding position – meaning, surfacing directly or rolling up 
immediately, on their riverboard, in control of their board, in the proper riding 
direction of the riverboard. 

● CANNOT be attached to the riverboard in any way that requires assistance from 
others to extract the rider from the board (eg no using duct tape, rope, etc)  

● CANNOT land and / or surface completely separated from the riverboard. 
● CANNOT swim next to an upside-down board, with or without hands on top of 

the board. 
● CANNOT surface on top of the board in a position not considered to be a 

standard riding position (i.e., on top of a board which is upside down and 
backwards). 

● Must have video RAW, UNEDITED video clip with original sound (no edited 
video will be considered) of the performance showing the entire jump.  
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● The riverboarder must give the following information: 
○ Athlete name (complete address, email, age, nationality) 
○ Name of the waterfall (country-region-name of river, name of the falls): 
○ Date of the performance 
○ Height of the waterfall 
○ List of witnesses. (Name, address, phone, email)  

Evidences:  The athlete must send evidences of their performance and the 
measurement process to the WRA. 

Video :  The video must be high quality. The participant must present themselves 
and present the area where the record will be established. The video must 
present the procedure of measuring the high of the fall. The video should 
show all the ride from the top of the drop to the pool at the bottom in one 
shot until the athlete reaches the edge of the pool or continues downstream 
beyond it. 

Height of the waterfall 
The height of the waterfall is considered the vertical freefall, and does not include any 
slides. We suggest measuring it before performance and giving the WRA the measurement 
methodology, and proof on video. Additionally, the record can be confirmed by the 
presence of WRA member.  
  



World Riverboarding Association Riverboarding world records 
 

 Page : 8 

 
Long Distance Descent 
 Overview 
For the purpose of defining the World Record for Long Distance Descent on a Riverboard, 
the Riverboarder must swim with their riverboard from the official put-in until the official 
take out. All the trip must be done without interruption from the riverboarder and all the 
distance must be swam without any external assistance. 
External Assistance: Different way usde for increasing the propulsion of the riverboarder. 
(Example: Put a sail on his riverboard, pull by another boat, or make a distance by boat.) 
The riverboarder MUST swim himself the entire distance. 
Interruption : Decision and/or action taken by the athlete or his safety team who stop temporarily or permanently the continuity of the anticipated river descent. All legal action taken by some recognized authority who permanently interrupt the river descent falls into this category (e.g., police expel the riverboarder from the region or the country). 
What is not an interruption: A period of time, not exceeding 5 days, where the riverboarder lives along the river area without swimming.  
Important note: All interruptions can have their context, the athlete can present their file to the Association. The Association will advise and make a decision in each case of interruption. 
All interruptions must be described and submitted to the WRA. 
 
Standards 

● The riverboarder must submit his demand to WRA to be recognized 
according the criteria of the WRA. 

● Must have a riverboard recognized by WRA. 
● Doing the trip without interruption.  
● Cannot add external features for assisting with propulsion. 
● The riverboarder must give, after the trip, the following information: 

○ Athlete name (complete address, email, age, nationality) 
○ Name of the rivers (country-region-name of rivers) 
○ Put-in (Location, longitude-latitude) 
○ Date Put-in 
○ Take out (Location, longitude-latitude) 
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○ Date Take out 
○ Distance 
○ How many days 
○ Solo or not (Name of leader and member’s names) 
○ Full autonomy or not (In full autonomy, the riverboarder must 

bring all foods and technical gear he need during his trip, no 
external supply)  

○ Video and/or photos: trip start and trip ending. 
○ Any spot tracking or survey report by security team, must be sent 

also if available. 
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First descent 
Overview 
For the purpose of defining a first descent, the Association expects a search from the 
riverboarder to be sure of being the first for a specific river. The riverboarder must 
riverboard an important section of the river to claim this title. 
Since “first descents” are highly debatable and rarely provable (someone might have swum 
that section 50 years ago on an inflatable backpack, or 1,000 years ago on a tree trunk), 
this is not an official “record” per se, merely a note of historical record. 
Unlike the official World Record for waterfall height and expedition length (which, as 
noted in the beginning of the document, the slate is now wiped clean and open to first-
come-first-serve going forward), first descents can be added from any past date with 
sufficient proof, and should new and earlier proof arrive from another riverboarder, the 
first descent will be updated to reflect such. 
Standards 

● The riverboarder must submit his demand to WRA to be recognized 
according the criteria of the WRA. 

● Must have a riverboard recognized by WRA. 
● The riverboarder must send the following information: 

○ Athlete name (complete address, email, age, nationality) 
○ Name of the river (country-region-name of river) 
○ Put-in (Location, longitude-latitude) 
○ Date Put-in 
○ Take out (Location, longitude-latitude) 
○ Date Take out 
○ Distance 
○ How many days/hours 
○ Solo or not (Name of leader and member’s names) 
○ Video, photos, witness information 
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Freestyle 
Overview 
This section is still being developed - please weigh in with your ideas! 
The organisation wants to establish the definition of basic and professional tricks which 
can be done in riverboarding freestyle surfing, and the naming system for standardization. 
More to come. 
 


